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_______________________________________________________________________    

Thursday, 10 March 2022         6:30 PM       Virtual 

                        

This meeting’s notice was published in the Post and Courier newspaper and held by virtual platform. 

 

I. Call to Order 

This meeting was called to order by Commissioner Prioleau at 6:30 PM.   

 

II. Roll Call 

In attendance were Commissioners Aiken, Alston, Rhonda Heyward, Robert Heyward, Myers, Prioleau, 

Linnen, Planning Director DeHaven and Clerk-Treasurer White. 

 

III. Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance 

Invocation was given by Commissioner Alston; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

Commissioner Alston made the motion to adopt the minutes of the February 10, 2022 meeting as prepared; 

Commissioner Rhonda Heyward seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

V. New Business 

Ebner Tract Development Agreement and SCDOT Access: Planning Director DeHaven explained that this agenda 

item was heard last month. The Planning Commission discussed traffic concerns with the developers and asked 

that they continue the traffic study with SCDOT for turn lanes. Presenters with Thomas and Hutton Engineering 

stated that a traffic study has been conducted and reviewed with SCDOT and the outcome corresponded with the 

original traffic study, that turn lanes would not be required based on their minimum traffic standards, however, 

they would be willing to look at other mitigation strategies as recommended by the Planning Commission. They 

have examined the possibility of a roundabout and a traffic signal to which SCDOT has stated would be 

unwarranted. Commissioner Alston stated that he has reviewed 25-30 emails from members of the community 

that are opposed to the development and SCDOT’s objection of a turn lane. Commissioner Alston suggested 

changing the ingress and egress access to the property. The presenter answered that the access point is a request 

from SCDOT to have it align with the Stono Ferry entrance and would not allow it in any other location on the 

property. Commissioner Linnen stated that there must be a solution to slow down traffic and to put a subdivision 

directly across from another subdivision without a turn lane or roundabout would be a disservice to the Town and 

its residents. Commissioner Myers said she understood that there would be a turn lane entering the subdivision, 

but after conducting research, she believes the speed limit along Stono Ferry, the proposed subdivision, the fire 

department and an existing subdivision is too dangerous. She added that there were 72 fatalities last year on 

Highway 162. Commissioner Aiken asked for clarification as to why SCDOT would not allow the entrance to be 

moved to the northern corner of the property. The presenters explained that there are spacing requirements that 

would not allow this and would impose more traffic concerns. Commissioner Prioleau asked whether SCDOT has 

considered future subdivisions and its impact on the area. The presenters answered that there are future population 

growth factors associated with the study. Commissioner Prioleau stated that he hopes adjustments are made to 

become proactive to the present situation. 

 

VI. Public Comments 

Cecil Dye, Stono Ferry, said that he researched how much it would cost to have a four way traffic light at the 

intersection and it was estimated between $200,000 to $500,000. At the rate of future growth in the Town, it will 
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be needed. He supports the members of Council that are against this development until a traffic light or other 

safety plan is put in place.  

 

Greg Lieberman, Stono Ferry, said that the Stono Ferry residents making the right turn on to Highway 162 north 

and the residents of the proposed development making the left turn onto Highway 162 north would be disastrous 

with SCDOT’S decision to have these exit points parallel.  

 

Jay Butterfield, Stono Ferry, asked what the value of a life is. He sees that the Commissioners are very concerned 

with the safety issue on Highway 162 and hopes that this concern can be communicated to SCDOT and the 

builders.  

 

John Robitaille, Stono Ferry, said that he is the newly elected President of the Ironwood Homeowners 

Association. He represents 76 families and while he does not speak for all residents in the area, he has spoken to 

many of them who all share the same concern. There is horrific speeding on Highway 162 and he believes this is a 

bad idea and consideration needs to be given for traffic signals. 

 

Charlene Massey, Stono Ferry, suggested a roundabout or traffic light for the safety of the residents of the 

proposed subdivision.  

 

Unidentified, Stono Ferry, said that he is a developer and has two properties on a very busy road, one across from 

the other. He installed a roundabout where the roads meet and it has slowed traffic significantly. It was a great 

solution to the problem and there have been very minor accidents because everyone has no choice but to slow 

down. 

 

Commissioner Rhonda Heyward thanked the presenters with Thomas and Hutton Engineering for the information 

and reports given to the Planning Commission. She also thanked the community for sharing their concerns and 

said that the Planning Commission will continue to look at facts and statistics when making informed decisions. 

Commissioner Aiken made the motion to deny the Ebner Tract rezoning and Development Agreement; 

Commissioner Rhonda Heyward seconded and all voted in favor.  

 

Revisions to Town Code Discussion: Should the Planning Commission merge the Sewer Ordinance into the Land 

Development Ordinance with updates as SCDHEC revise its name in 2022/2023? The Planning Commission 

requested more information. No votes were taken.  

 

April Meeting: Agenda items will include the Pedersen Tract Development Agreement and Residential-Two (R-2) 

rezoning, a rezoning request on Toogoodoo Road, submitted by applicant, Patty Ravenel, and a request to reopen 

the Peter Miller Bar on Savannah Highway. 

 

VII. Old Business 

N/A 

 

VIII. Commissioner’s Time 

Commissioner Rhonda Heyward asked all to continue to pray for the community as well as our nation. 

 

Commissioner Alston reminded everyone to complete their Continuing Education training. 

 

IX. Chairman’s Time 

Commissioner Prioleau thanked the community for their participation. He stated that one of the main objectives of 

the Planning Commission is the safety of all citizens.   

 

X. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:13 PM. 
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Prepared by: 

Tynetta White 

Clerk-Treasurer 

 


